Abbas Kiani (left) Sheikh Rashid Bin Mohammed Al Maktoun and Satish Seemar (right) during the announcement of United Holdings' sponsorship to Zabeel Racing International Corporation,

Watson hopeful over
Jonquil’s chances

DUBAI: The opening meet-
ing of the 2007/08 UAE sea-
son on Thursday has at-
tracted a total of 71
declarations with all six
races sponsored by Emi-
rates airline.

Twelve go to post for the
featured Emirates Airline
Stakes, a 1500m handicap,
in wl Satish Seemar?’
Khabfair should make a
bold bid to defy top-weight
and build on his twe promis-
g UAF efforts 1ast season.

Doug Watson saddies
local debutant Jonquil, who

had useful form in the UK
for John Gosden before
being sold.

He was campaigned in
Bahrain last season and
won over 1400 metres in
April but makes his dirt
debut here,

Watson is hopeful, com-
menting: “He is a nice horse
but his Bahrain form is
hard to gauge. Being by
Machiavellian we have to
hope he will act on the dirt.”

That race is one of four in
which runners can earn
Winter Racing Challenge

oints and one of three with
hs70,000 on offer.

The first valuable prize,
the 1200-metre Emirates
Skycargo Trophy, has also
attracted 12 runners, in-
cluding Tony Manuel's Al-

gharb.

The five-vear-old gelded
son of Mujahid made a very
ﬁlensing UAE/dirt debut on

is sole start for his new
handler, having won on the
Kempton polytrack in the
UK last May fox Willie Hag-

gas.
Rated 85, he appeals as

a Dubai International Rac-
ing Carnival prospect in the
colours of Sheikh Hamdan
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Deputy Ruler of Dubai and
Minister of Finance and In-
dustry

Manuel said: “We like
the horse and were very
pleased with his one run.
He has plenty of speed and
hopefully he will go close
and progress.”

Erwan Charpy’s Seeking
An ibi,. part , of . the
trainer’s treble on the open-
ing night 12 months ago,

could be a danger.

United Holding
sponsorship
United Holdings, a private
multi-disciplinary holding
investment firm, on
Wednesday announced its
sponsorship of the world-fa-
mous Zabeel Racing Inter-
national Corporation
(ZRIC}, the horse racing
team of Sheikh Rashid Bin
Mohammed Al Maktoum.

“We are (thzilled. and
honoured to be the sponsors
for the prestigious Zabeel

International Racing Team.
Horses have always been
an essential part of Arabian
life and culture, and this
sponsorship is part of our
commitment to keep our

heritage alive,” said Abbas |
Kiani, CEO of United Hold-

ings.

“It also presents a great
opportunity for us to build
brand awareness world-
wide and to share and sup-
port our customers’ inter-
ests and passions in this
purely Arabian sport,” he
added.







